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Overcoming 
biases and 
suboptimal 
methods in 

consciousness science

Dr. Miguel Vadillo, Dept. de Psicología Básica, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid
Fecha y lugar: 29 de enero, 16:30h, Sala de conferencias 1, CIMCYC

Resumen: Perhaps the only thing that can be stated with absolute certainty is that
we are conscious beings, subjects of a rich world of subjective experiences. However,
it is surprising how little we know about the structure, function, and neural basis of
consciousness. There are probably many reasons why we should expect progress to
be slow and tentative. Here, I will argue that one of the factors hindering progress in
this area is an overreliance on poor measures of consciousness, coupled with
suboptimal statistical methods and, possibly, reporting biases. Fortunately, there are
simple solutions to many of these problems, which will hopefully allow us to base
future research on more solid foundations.
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